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KANE COUNTY CHAIRMAN LOOKS FORWARD TO RESOLUTION OF 
 POLITICALLY-MOTIVATED LAWSUIT 

Defeated opponent using legal system in attempt to settle score at taxpayer expense 
 

Geneva, IL—Kane County Board Chairman Karen McConnaughay announced today she will 
vigorously defend against a politically-motivated lawsuit over how the county set salaries for 
employees.  
 
The original lawsuit was dismissed in court but reinstated on procedural grounds by an appeals 
court without finding fault with the county or the Chairman.  “I want to make crystal clear that 
the appeals court made absolutely no finding of impropriety in requesting a rehearing,” said 
McConnaughay.  “They requested more clarification on the matter and I am perfectly happy 
with that.” 
 
“The facts are simple and clear:  We restructured county government and reduced director 
positions by over half.  As a result, remaining directors had much more responsibility and work 
and needed to be paid on a par with their peers in the region.  The county followed the exact 
procedures that my predecessors had always followed.  The changes in compensation were 
public record and included in the county budgets passed by the Board,” said McConnaughay. 
Long after the budgets were passed by the County Board, McConnaughay’s unsuccessful 
opponent in the 2008 GOP primary filed his lawsuit claiming the salary changes were improper. 
 
“While I firmly believe that this lawsuit is a baseless abuse of our over-extended courts, I also 
strive for transparency in government,” said McConnaughay.  “So rather than resolve this 
matter with a technical change in county ordinance as recommended by the State’s Attorney, I 
consulted with fellow board members and decided that it would be in the best interests of the 
taxpayers to have this matter clarified once and for all.” 
 
Since the lawsuit names McConnaughay as a defendant the State’s Attorney has appointed 
special counsel to represent her since there is a potential conflict for the State’s Attorney’s 
office to represent both the County Board as a whole and an individual member of the Board. 
“It is unfortunate that the county must incur the expense of this political lawsuit,” said 
McConnaughay, “but, in the end, its resolution will clearly set the policies for the future.”  
 
For further information, please contact the County Board Office at the phone number above. 
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